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When Ord tries out Emmy’s new skateboard, he loses his balance. The skateboard goes flying through the mud patch, in and out of Mr. Dustfree’s house, over Fuzzlebush Gulch, and across Tiger Lilly Pond. The friends set out to find the lost skateboard. Ord finds many chances to test and improve his balance. With tips from his friends, Ord walks across the Fuzzlebush Gulch bridge, holding a cup of milk in one hand and a plate of cookies in the other! By the time they find Emmy’ skateboard, Ord can ride the it without any more problems. 

A Balance Olympics
Improve balance with a Balance Olympics! Mark a line on the floor with masking tape. Collect items of different weights and shapes, like a cup half filled with water or a spoon. Find different ways of carrying them while walking the line. Try holding the water in one hand or balancing the spoon on your nose. Now try walking on your tiptoes!

Things I’ Good At
Build your child’s self-confidence by focusing on things he does well. Together, make a list titled Things I’m Good At. If he gets stumped for ideas, try saying, “I bet your friends would agree that you are really good at _______. What do you think?” Post the list in his room in case he ever needs a reminder.

Whoops! 
Help your child understand her emotions by exploring the word embarrassed. Explain that people get embarrassed when they make a mistake in front of others. Ask her if she has ever been embarrassed before and share a story when you were once embarrassed. Explain that accidents happen; good friends always understand and are there to help you through it. That’s what friends do!

Crazy Colors
Encourage physical activity while having fun with colors. Using 4 pieces of chalk in different colors, draw 4 boxes side-by-side on the sidewalk. Ask your child to stand on one color while doing a specific action. For example, say, “Stand on red and touch your head.” Challenge him by asking him to do two actions at once or by speeding up the pace. 

Delightful Details
Enhance your child’s story-telling abilities by paying attention to details. Take a walk through the park, or just down the street, and talk about the things you see. Look for animals or wind in the trees, for example. When home, ask her to recall what she saw first, next, and last. Have her call someone special to talk about her day!



