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**MEDIA ALERT/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY**

PBS KIDS® Series Between the Lions® Fourth Annual Roadshow

Brings Live, Interactive Performances to Charlotte, North Carolina
WHAT:
Theo and Leona, members of the pride family from the ten-time Emmy®

Award-winning PBS KIDS series Between the Lions, will roar into Charlotte, North Carolina, to perform live, interactive shows presented in conjunction with UNC-TV. While in NC for the fourth annual Between the Lions Roadshow, Leona and Theo will perform a live show at the Matthews Library and live shows at ImaginOn: The Joe & Joan Martin Center, as well as a special show with the Salvation Army. UNC-TV’s lovable literacy mascot, Read-a-roo, will also make a guest appearance during the events at ImaginOn and Matthews Library. 
During the Roadshow performances, the Lions will bring the television series to life with shows that encourage children and their families to read, sing along, and recognize words in the world around them. Engaging and animated books will encourage audience participation, and Aaron Nigel Smith, founder of FUNdamentals of Music and Movement, will add his original award-winning music to the mix. Other stops on the Roadshow include Atlanta and Macon, GA, as well as Columbia, SC.  

Between the Lions airs locally on UNC-TV Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at noon. 
WHO: 
Theo and Leona, father-daughter duo of the Between the Lions pride.

WHEN:
Friday, May 7 and Saturday, May 8
WHERE: 
Theo and Leona will visit the following venues for live performances: 

Friday, May 7
Matthews Library

230 Matthews Station St. 

Matthews, NC 28105

ONE SHOW:
11 a.m. 
(This show will be followed by a photo opportunity with the Lions and UNC-TV’s literacy mascot, Read-a-roo.)
Salvation Army (Private Show)
ONE SHOW:

4 p.m.

(Please note this is a private show.  Extra seats may be available, but must be obtained in advance by contacting Shelley Henderson at 704-714-4727.)
Saturday, May 8
ImaginOn: The Joe & Joan Martin Center

300 East Seventh St. 

Charlotte, NC 28202
THREE SHOWS:

11:15 a.m.
1:15 p.m. 
3:15 p.m. 
(These shows will be followed by a photo opportunity with the Lions and UNC-TV’s literacy mascot, Read-a-roo.)
Between the Lions shows are free to the public.  Seats are available on the day of the shows on a first-come, first-served basis.  Space is limited, so please plan accordingly. 
Funding for these events is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  




















FOR MORE INFO:  Please visit pbskids.org/lions.
About Between the Lions
Between the Lions is a multimedia educational initiative created to help children ages three to seven acquire beginning reading skills and a love of reading. Built around a curriculum that incorporates the most recent scientific research in literacy instruction, each episode features an engaging variety of animation, puppetry, live action, and music. The series is part of PBS KIDS Raising Readers, a national reading initiative focused on helping children ages two to eight, especially those from low-income families, to build their reading skills.

Between the Lions is produced by WGBH Boston, Sirius Thinking, Ltd., and Mississippi Public Broadcasting.

Between the Lions is funded in part by The Corporation for Public Broadcasting, a cooperative agreement from the U.S. Department of Education’s Ready To Learn grant, and by the Barksdale Reading Institute. National corporate funding provided by Chick-fil-A, Inc.
About UNC-TV
UNC-TV's unique programs and public media services provide people of all ages with enriching, life-changing television.  UNC-TV promotes school readiness  through research based literacy initiatives and intensive educational services, such as the PBS KIDS Raising Readers and  Ready To Learn literacy efforts. UNC-TV continues to be a catalyst to effect change and address the critical needs of North Carolinians by uniting with partners to solve educational and social problems. For more information about the Ready to Learn Partnership, please visit http://rtlp.org/, and for details on UNC-TV's Ready To Learn service, contact 919-549-7149.
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