NC RISING: Sylvan Heights

Host:

 NC Now, Host

Wilder:
Elizabeth Wilder, Reporter

Lubbock:
Brent Lubbock, Marketing Director, Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park & Eco-Ctr.

M. Lubbock:
Michael Lubbock, Director, Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park & Eco-Center

Bailey:
Yolanda Bailey, Vistor

Lech:

Takelya Lech, Visitor

Mills:

Mayor James Mills, Scottland Neck

Weeks:
Susan Weeks, Scottland Neck Resident

Cavallieri: 
Monica Cavalieri, Scottland Neck Business Owner

Newsome:
Reginald Newsome, Tour Guide, Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park & Eco-Ctr.

Host: There are many things that attract people to a destination.  In Halifax County it’s the birds that have visitors flocking to the area.  The Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park and Eco-Center boasts it has the largest waterfowl collection in the world.  Elizabeth Wilder shows us how this unusual attraction is helping Scotland Neck’s economy in our North Carolina Rising report.

Wilder: With colors so vibrant and sounds so unique, it would be easy for visitors to imagine they are in some exotic location.

Lubbock: It is amazing and they go, “This is in Scotland Neck?”  And yes, it’s just down the road.

Wilder: Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park and Eco-Center’s nine-acre facility is home to more than 1,000 birds, 170 different species.

Lubbock: This is Matilda.  She is a Cereopsis goose.  She is from Australia.  She has a neon beak, some heart-shaped feathers on her back, and she is an imprinted bird.  That means when she was born, she became very friendly with people, and she is sort of a mascot.

Wilder: A mascot for the park that started out as a breeding facility for zoos all over the world.

M. Lubbock: One of the reasons I moved to Scotland Neck was it is a farming community and we are really farming birds, so everything lended itself to what I was doing.

M Lubbock: When they come up near to the end of their 28 days, which is about the average time for a duck, they come into here where we will put them in just prior to hatching or chipping.  This egg here is chipping and it is a Hooded Merganser.

Wilder: Today the non-profit park helps pay for the breeding program.  It remains closed to the public.  But the park allows outsiders to finally take a look at the other birds.

Lubbock: What’s nice here is you can enjoy seeing some of the captured birds, but we are in a setting you can hear the birds in the background where you can see a lot of local birds, too.  So it gives birders twice the fun here.

Wilder: And the people are coming to the park, thousands of them.



So you think you’ll come back?

Bailey: Definitely will.  My daughter, she has visited three times and she has told me about it.  She has told me about it and I had no idea it was this great.

Lech: My favorite kind was flamingos.

Wilder: Why did you like those?

Lech: It is because they are pink.

Wilder: But it was the green, as in money, that has allowed access to the aviary showcasing birds from different continents.  Grants from several organizations, including the Golden LEAF Foundation, helped Sylvan Heights open less than two years ago.  Already more than 20,000 guests have taken in the sights.

Mills: It has added a great deal of hope and optimism to this community.  I often call Sylvan Heights the crown jewel of Scotland Neck and we’ve used Sylvan Heights as a model because when we look at Sylvan Heights and the achievement that they’ve made here, we see people who come internationally here.

Wilder: And that brings attention to other local businesses.

Weeks: I think it has helped the town, the community.  It has definitely added something to it that we didn’t have before.

Wilder: You won’t find a stoplight in Scotland Neck, but the visitors who go to the waterfowl park will often stop in town to grab a bite to eat or to stroll the streets and shop the unusual business district where everyone parks in the middle of the street.

Cavallieri: Our lunches have really picked up.  I would say probably about 25% right now.  This has really put us on the map.  I think Scotland Neck is a very unique little town and people that come here are just amazed by what they find over there at the end of town.

Wilder: Reginald Newsome found a job.

Newsome: We have our own sense of pride now, accomplishment, success.  We don’t have to venture out of our own city limits now just to see the sights of something flashy and colorful.  We just go in our own backyard.

Wilder: Along with that sense of pride, Sylvan Heights brought 15 new jobs to this rural community.

Mills: We are trying to transform from that old agricultural, smokestack industry, textile economy into a new economy that is friendly to the environment.

Wilder: But Scotland Neck’s mayor admits getting community support was a hard sell at first.

Mills: We were trying as best we can to educate our public in our community as to how this is going to benefit the average individual citizen when they get ready to sit around the table and pay bills.  So yes, it was a hard sell in terms of the community and you know I, I’m a believer now, but I was kind of a skeptic at one time myself.  So I’m a converted skeptic you might say.

Wilder: Community leaders say the park is a win for the birds and the town.

Wilder: Who knew in rural eastern North Carolina that this was a possibility?

Lubbock: I think not just in rural eastern North Carolina, just to have something like this in the world existing is being a major accomplishment.  And I think it is wonderful where we are located, because North Carolina is growing so fast and it is nice to be able to come here to see the birds but also to enjoy nature and enjoy what North Carolina has to offer.

Host: The Sylvan Heights Water Fowl Park and Eco-Center is open Tuesday through Sunday year-round.  To learn more about Sylvan Heights and some of the rest of the success stories we are featuring in our North Carolina Rising series; visit our website, unctv.org/ncrising.

[END SEGMENT]

